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What is Soil Made From? 
 
Look at the pictures and read the information.  Soil is made of 4 things, when you 
are done, list them in the chart below. 
 
Moving water, wind, plants, and changes in 
temperature can crack large rocks.  Over a 
very long time, large rocks are broken into 
tiny pieces.  These tiny pieces of rocks and 
mineral are a part of soil. 
 
 

 
Soil has spaces in it.  These spaces are filled 
with water and air. 
 
 
 
Dead animals and plants decay and break 
down into tiny pieces.  These rotted plants 
and animals make a part of soil called humus.  
Humus is very dark brown.  It crumbles when 
you touch it.  Humus mixes with tiny rocks, air 
and water to form soil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Humus – Rotting plants or animals that break down into tiny pieces in the soil.  
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